, aged 44 years, cultivator, was admitted on the 3rd June 1879, at 4 P. M., with symptoms of strangulated hernia; he suffered from reducible hernia since 12 years of age; during the last four days symptoms of strangulation commenced, the cause he attributed to a boil forming on the neck of the tumour which prevented reduction, the result being gradual enlargement and distension of the tumour. The symptoms were those of strangulation, but not of an urgent nature. Taxis under chloroform, hot hip baths, cathartic enemas, opium and other means were adopted during night. Next 
On. the-13th he complained of slight pain in the abdomen which was thought to be due to indigestion. Pulse 82, temperature 98". In the evening graver symptoms set in, pain and tenderness were experienced ; patient attributed the cause of his relapse to some mischief at seat of hernia, and wanted to be operated on again,but there was no tumour nor any evidence of strangulation. Notwithstanding this, symptoms of acute peritonitis set in ; the abdomen was tense and tympanitic, and tender on pressure. Pulse 102, small and weak ; temperature 99-4?: obstinate bilious vomiting. Calomel and opium were given every three hours and turpentine stupes applied. For the vomiting ice, bismuth, prussic acid and effervescing salines were all tried, but gave little relief. The patient gradually sank and died on the 26th June 1879.
On post-mortem examination pus was found in large quantity in the peritoneal cavity, communicating with a sac formed near the seat of the old hernia. This sac appeared to have been the first collection of pus, and had a lining membrane of its own ; pus very probably escaped from this into the peritoneum, and set up the train of evils which resulted in death. It is possible that the outer wound healed too rapidly and permitted the collection of discharge within, which was prevented exit by the pad and bandage that were worn to prevent return of the hernia, or perhaps an abscess might have accidentally formed in the thickened structure as pointed out by Dr 
